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CAPITOL HILL HEADLINER
St. Paul: A Story of a 
River Town 
A Music and Puppet Extravaganza!

The 3rd grade students performed an 
adaptation of Rita Berens’ musical, 
Proud to be St. Paul, on May 23 and 
May 24. Mrs. Berens is a St. Paul 
Music Teacher who took a year 
sabbatical to write this play. Capitol 
Hill 3rd Grade was fortunate to have 
the opportunity to work with Mrs. 
Berens 15 years ago; and, the rest is 
history!

The third grade Social Studies standard 
is “Identify St. Paul as a River City.” 
Mr. Porter, Ms. Geimer and Ms. 
Thephrasouvanh wrote, St. Paul: A 
Story of a River Town, earlier this year. 
They were inspired by the original play 
and the book, River, written and 
illustrated by Debby Atwell. In 
conjunction to creating a musical that 
taught us about the history of St. Paul, 
the 3rd grade also used Margo 
McCreery, a master puppeteer and artist 
in residence, to bring St. Paul to life 
through those puppets!
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Upcoming Events 

May 31 - Voice, Choice &  Joy 
Day

June 5th - Choir Concert 6:30

June 7 - 8th Grade Recognition

p. 3

June 8 - Last day of school

WordMasters Competition 

A team representing Capitol Hill GT Magnet recently earned 
Highest Honors in the 2017-18 WordMasters Challenge™—a 
national vocabulary competition involving nearly 150,000 students 
annually. The eighth grade team scored an impressive 177 points 
out of a possible 200 in the last of three meets this year, placing 
tenth in the nation.

The eighth graders also placed tenth nationally in the overall 
competition with a cumulative score of 529 points out of a possible 
600.

Competing in the very difficult Gold Division of the WordMasters 
Challenge™, fourth grader Sage Thomas earned a perfect score of 
20 in the recent meet. Nationally, only 111 fourth graders achieved 
this result. Other students at Capitol Hill GT Magnet who achieved 
outstanding results in the last meet of the year include third grader 
Ben Berger, fourth graders Kaia Bodden and Audrey King, and 
eighth graders Declan Coleman and Malcom Fares.

The WordMasters Challenge™ is an exercise in critical thinking 
that first encourages students to become familiar with a set of 
interesting new words (considerably harder than grade level), and 
then challenges them to use those words to complete analogies 
expressing various kinds of logical relationships. Working to solve 
the analogies helps students learn to think both analytically and 
metaphorically.

Battle of the Books 

We had a fabulous time at the First Annual Capitol Hill Battle of the Books (B.O.B.).  Twenty elementary 
teams and twelve middle school teams competed in two divisions.  The challenge was for teams to 
collectively read twelve books and then participate in a culminating quiz bowl on Friday, 5/18.  Book titles 
were based on the Maude Hart Lovelace nominees. The event generated a great deal of excitement 
around reading and we are looking forward to the Second Annual B.O.B. next spring.  If you are looking 
to get a head start on your reading, the Maude Hart Lovelace nominees for next year are already out.  
You can find them here: Nominees 

Thanks to Steph Curtis for emceeing and local businesses for providing prize gift cards:  Mischief, 
Gaming Goat, Dar's Double Scoop, Wonders Ice Cream, The Icy Cup, Axman, The Red Balloon, 
and Half Price Books. Check out some pictures from the event here:  B.O.B.

http://www.myrahome.org/mhl-nominees-2018-19.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T4Vi7unSy9dWBmZcl1jWUoK6vVFYwWPM/view?usp=sharing
http://www.myrahome.org/mhl-nominees-2018-19.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T4Vi7unSy9dWBmZcl1jWUoK6vVFYwWPM/view?usp=sharing
http://capitolhill.spps.org
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This is an important message from the Library. Summer is nearly here 
and we are asking for your help with bringing back any library books 
that you have at home. All books are due now!
Please help your child/children look for that lost or buried treasure at 
home and return it ASAP.
Thanks for your support and cooperation. It’s been a fabulous year!

On Saturday, 5/10, twelve Cubers represented Capitol Hill at the Regional 
Rubik's Cube Competition hosted by Capitol Hill.  Both the 2x2 and 3x3 
teams got silver medals.  Eddie Kielkopf received 3rd place in the solo 3x3 
competition.  Nate Asiedu Mensah was in third for the 2x2 until someone 
bumped him into 4th at the last minute.  Please congratulate any of these 
individuals should you see them.  Thanks to all the families and staff who 
helped out at the competition as well.  It truly was a team event!

Team members:
Andy Brenengen
Stefan Hermann
Eddie Kielkopf
Nick Sofio
Dylan Mc Glade
Gage Pelletier
Jacob King
Marzae Huffman
Isaac Rappe
Teo Aktan
Nate Asideu Mensah
Emmett Riemenschneider

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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France/Spain Spring Break 2018 
Update: There is only 1 slot 
remaining for the CH trip next 
spring break and then it's 
completely full! Please email Ms. 
Steffy or Ms. Johnson for sign up 
information before the end of the 
school year. 

A big Capitol Hill 
CONGRATULATIONS goes out to 5th 
grader STUART STRACK for his FIRST 
PLACE finish in the 2018 UNITED STATES CHESS NATIONALS in 
Nashville, Tennessee on the weekend of May 11-13th.  Improving upon a second 
place finish last year at the same tournament, Stuart went undefeated in all seven of 
his matches. The championship match required two hours of steely concentration on 
the part of our hometown hero. Nonetheless, it was Stuart who emerged with all 
the laurels after finishing first among 370 rated competitors from across the 
country.  Way to go, young Jedi master of the chess board!  We're all proud of you 
and your success!
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